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MEDIA RELEASE: SEPTEMBER 23, 2011
Poet is Spiritual Descendant of Pauline Johnson 

So says Daniel David Moses of Janet Marie Rogers of Victoria:  “… thankfully, her ‘ancestral GPS’ is working.”
Unearthed is a powerful new collection from this acclaimed Mohawk/Tuscarora writer and spoken word poet. In the three sections of the book Janet deftly explores the ever-shifting territories of what we all struggle to come to terms with in our lives: love, politics and identity. 
Rogers is set to launch Unearthed at First Peoples House at the University of Victoria, where she will share the stage with the Aboriginal Writers Collective West Coast, reading from their anthology Salish Seas.
About the Author:

Janet Marie Rogers is from the Six Nations band in southern Ontario. She was born in Vancouver, British Columbia, and has been living on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish people (Victoria, British Columbia) since 1994. Janet works in the genres of poetry, short fiction, science fiction, play writing, spoken-word performance poetry, video poetry and recorded poems with music. 
Her first published collection of poems was Splitting the Heart (Ekstasis Editions, 2007), which contains a companion CD of the same name. Janet has collaborated with musicians as a lyricist and has read with dance troupes, creating unique segments of mixed-media presentations. 

Janet’s second video poem was launched in October 2009 and titled What Did You Do Boy. Her CD Firewater earned nominations at the Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards 2009 and the Native American Music Awards 2010. 
Janet hosts Native Waves Radio, Vancouver Island’s only native radio program, on CFUV 101.9 FM in Victoria; and “Tribal Clefs,” a native music column, on CBC Radio One’s program All Points West in British Columbia. 
Ojistah Publishing (Mohawk word for star) is Janet’s publishing label from which Red Erotic, a collection of indigenous erotic poetry and artwork was released in November 2010.
Early Praise for the Book:
Eden Robinson: “Funny and powerful, Janet Marie Rogers takes us on an intimate journey into a place between poetry and story. The cumulative effect is haunting and devastating – a lovely, searing collection.” 
Daniel David Moses: “ ... it’s evident Janet Rogers is a spiritual descendant of the Mohawk poet Pauline Johnson, very much working aesthetically in the now. Rogers’ poems, personal or philosophical, outraged or satirical, are burgeoning lyrics, alive to her and our place in this Native land on this spinning planet, and, thankfully, her ‘ancestral GPS’ is working.” 
Launch Details:
Thursday October 6,  2011, from  7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Ceremonial Hall, First Peoples House, 
University of Victoria, 2800 Finnerty Road, 
Victoria, B.C. Coast Salish Territory
Featuring:

· Spoken word and poetry reading by Janet Marie Rogers

· Group author readings by the Aboriginal Writers Collective West Coast from their anthology Salish Seas
About the Publisher: 
Leaf Press is an independent poetry publisher located on Vancouver Island, B.C. Other titles include: Curving the Line (Curvando la línea) by Carmen Leñero, translated and with an introduction by Lorna Crozier; Obituary of Light: the Sangan River Meditations by Susan Musgrave; My Nature, by Christine Lowther; and chapbooks by David Zieroth, John Pass, Allan Brown, and others.
This text and a hi-res cover and author photos are available at

http://www.leafpress.ca/Janet-Rogers/Unearthed.htm
The author’s website is at http://www.janetmarierogers.com/
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